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 he University of Manchester is the largest campus-based university in the UK, and one of the most   
	 internationally	diverse.	We	are	a	centre	of	world	firsts	and	academic	discoveries.	The	University	has	two	
Nobel	Laureates	currently	on	staff,	and	we	count	a	total	of	25	amongst	our	current	and	former	staff	and	students.

The Faculty of Humanities tackles the major social, economic and political challenges of our time 
and boasts the largest and most varied grouping of researchers and teachers in Europe, many 
of whom are world leaders in their own fields. Ranked 22nd in the world for Arts and Humanities 
subjects (U.S. News & World Report, 2019), the Faculty offers over 200 undergraduate 
programmes across 5 schools and 36 disciplines.

Manchester is one of the world’s most popular, vibrant and multicultural cities: the birthplace 
of the Industrial Revolution, feminism and vegetarianism. Voted the most liveable city in the UK 
(Economist Intelligence Unit, 2018), and the only UK city to feature in the New York Times list 
of places to visit (2015) – Manchester is an inspirational city. 

Find out more by visiting our US-specific webpage: 

www.manchester.ac.uk/usa

Manchester has the 
largest airport in the UK 

outside of London, with 
direct flights to ten major 

cities across the US.

*US High school graduates can enter directly into Law school in the UK
Picture: Samuel Alexander Building, School of Arts, Languages and Cultures; named after the renowned Professor of Philosophy who worked at The University of Manchester 1893 to 1925.
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Preparing to Study Abroad:Study and Work
in Toronto, Canada

One of the most livable cities in the world!
The fastest growing tech hub in North America!

• Incredible diversity
• Opportunity to work
• Safe city and friendly community

• Affordable and cost-effective
• High standard of education
• Co-op and industry connections

We are the top college choice for
international students in Canada!

#1 College
in Toronto
for student

satisfaction!

Contact:
Melida Renkwitz, Regional Manager 
mrenkwitz@centennialcollege.ca

centennialcollege.ca

facebook.com/Centennial.International 

CentennialIE

CentennialInternational 



Studying abroad can provide a magnificent cultural experience for students  

while contributing tremendously to an enhanced and elite academic resume.  

Part of ensuring a student takes away everything available to them through  

an international education is proper preparation for far more than learning  

a foreign language. Following are some tips to help with the transition.

Prepare the paperwork.

A personal passport that will remain current during the entire expected stay of the study period is absolutely critical for a student to possess at 

all times for travel in and out of the United States. Many of the countries will require a student visa, so knowing and applying well in advance 

for one is important. Students should also be sure that the visa they receive will cover the entire term of study. Suggest to students that they 

locate the nearest U.S. embassy, for emergency situations that may arise and advise them to always have the contact information handy.

beyond the language barrier

Preparing to Study Abroad:

@GettyImages/CREDIT

By: Janine LaRue
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Talk to those in the know.

There is no better referral than a 

recommendation. Speaking with alumni of 

the program students are considering will 

get them accurate and honest feedback. 

Hearing first hand from those that have 

encountered and overcome the challenges 

and have experienced the success is a great 

way for a student to validate their decisions.

In this case, money matters, 
more. 

Depending on the final destination, studying 

abroad can be a very expensive. Students 

should have a well-planned budget, itemizing 

the typical costs of education and living 

expenses for the entire time spent studying 

away from home. Ensuring that the finances 

required are available will ease the stress – 

understanding whether or not they qualify 

for student loans or if they’re eligible for 

scholarships or aid from the school directly 

will all be instrumental information that is all 

part of the final decision. 

Learning about how accessible any monies 

the student has is also important. While 

credit and debit cards may work in some 

areas, it may be more convenient to for them 

to open an account at a local bank. Most 

advisors should provide the details of what’s 

required to do so. 

Become familiar, and 
comfortable with the culture.

While many students will prepare to study 

abroad by learning the language, so much 

is still at risk to being lost in translation so 

to speak. Taking the time to research and 

learn local customs, religious beliefs and 

socially accepted interactions. Studying and 

living outside of the western hemisphere 

offers students tremendous exposure to a 

completely different way of life – socially 

and culturally. Understanding the do’s and 

don’ts of what’s acceptable beforehand 

will prevent having them fall into an  

awkward situation. 

Utilize an extended network.

Arriving in foreign country can be 

overwhelming. However, thanks to social 

media, many high school students have 

access to friends and acquaintances 

that have shared a similar study abroad 

experience. Connect with different 

platforms and ask for advice; many of these 

people may have friends and or relatives in 

the selected destination that they can be 

"Studying and living outside of the western 
hemisphere offers students tremendous 
exposure to a completely different way  

of life – socially and culturally."

PREPARING TO STUDY ABROAD
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introduced to prior to arriving, making for 

a quick connection once they land. Having 

someone familiar to meet with once they 

arrive, will make the transition to their new 

life abroad a little more comfortable. 

Laws and emergency services.

The Smart Traveler Enrollment Program 

(STEP) is a great resource for students 

studying abroad that provide the services 

of the State Department to assist them in 

the event of an unexpected emergency. For 

local matters, they should be aware of how 

to make contact with services such as police 

or fire departments in their host city/country. 

Explore the surroundings.

Whether they’re introduced to someone 

who’s familiar with the region before they 

go, or whether they make friends with 

others once they arrive, students need to 

take advantage of what could be a once 

in lifetime opportunity to experience a new 

and unique culture. Having prepared with a 

list of things they’re like to see and like to do 

once they’re settled will help them maximize 

their time and immerse themselves in their 

new life. Advance planning and research 

will also ensure that they realistically can 

get through this list on the budget they’ve 

previously worked out. The one thing they’d 

hate is to quickly arrive at the end of their 

term without having completing their list 

and returning with an unfulfilled sense of 

accomplishment. 

Keep the communication 
lines open.

Different countries allow access to 

international communication through a variety 

of devices and apps. Students are encouraged 

to know the limitations of their existing device 

and it’s access while studying abroad; getting 

one from a local provider may be a way to 

guarantee the communication with friends 

and family back home. Many agencies that 

assist students with transition from the U.S. to 

post-secondary studies abroad will provide 

useful information regarding mobile services 

and which is best for the student. 

See a doctor.

It is recommended that all students departing the 

U.S. to study abroad be as informed about their own 

health. Leaving in good health will add a layer of 

reassurance and eliminate added stress. Speaking 

with their physician and making them aware of 

their destination will also enable the doctor to 

recommend any vaccinations or medications 

that may be required prior to departure. 

Expect the unexpected.

As is the case in anything in life, it’s impossible 

to foresee all situations and unexpected 

circumstances that one may encounter while 

studying abroad. Having invested the time in 

advance, however, to educate them about 

what they can control will likely have them 

better prepared for those rare occasions 

when things they can’t control arise. The 

entire experience of studying abroad is 

learn while experiencing a new and different 

culture; make sure to help them do just that. 

 
 

 

Apply to your program today

Changing the World
algonquincollege.com/international

Get the 
Algonquin 
Advantage

Algonquin College is recognized internationally for its modern facilities, 
use of green technologies and the academic achievements of its 
students. Personalized learning, industry-ready skills and dedicated 
support and resources to you, from application to graduation. Just 
some of the benefits of choosing Algonquin College.
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It can pretty overwhelming trying to decide where to pursue a college 
or university education, particularly if one of your students makes the 
decision to study outside of the United States. They literally have a 
world of choices. So let’s try to narrow things down a little. 

There appears to be no real consensus regarding which country has the most to offer based on the lists we reviewed. However, there are 

countries that appear on multiple lists and, if nothing else, the lists themselves provide us with a starting point for narrowing down the way 

we can help our students make a decision. 

By Sean Dolan Study Beyond Borders:
Top 10 countries to pursue a higher education
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The first thing they should do is find out which country best suits their needs. For our purposes, we are going to cheat a bit and find out what 

the various study abroad companies and one news source are identifying as their top 10. (Table 1) 

The next step is to create our own top 10. Certainly we could just visit the sources above, and conduct a deep dive based on what they have 

provided, but it is probably more thorough if we do a bit of cross referencing. 

*A designation of Overall refers to what the country has to offer “overall” for the student. The list itself is simply a reflection of the opinion 
of the author or site listed in the heading.

Go Abroad U.S. News and World Report Global Educations Go Overseas QS Top Universities
Focus: Overall* Focus: Number of U.S. students Focus: Overall* Focus: Overall* Focus: Affordability

1. Italy 1. United Kingdom 1. New Zealand 1. Japan 1. Norway

2. Spain 2. Italy  2. Spain 2. France 2. Taiwan

3. England/UK 3. Spain 3. Thailand 3. Italy 3. Germany

4. France 4. France 4. Canada 4. Spain 4. France

5. Germany  5. Germany 5. Mexico 5. New Zealand 5. Mexico

6. Australia 6. China 6. Costa Rica  6. Ireland 6. India

7. Japan 7. Ireland 7. Netherlands 7. China 7. Argentina

8. China 8. Australia 8. Switzerland  8. Germany 8. Poland

9. Argentina 9. Costa Rica 9. France 9. Australia 9. Malaysia

10. Costa Rica 10. Japan 10. Australia 10. South Korea 10. South Africa

Table 1

TOP 10 COUNTRIES TO PURSUE A HIGHER EDUCATION

 
Music

Drama
Music/Theatre

Arts Leadership
Entrepreneurship & Innovation

 
 

Canada's definitive university experience
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In the end, the Study Beyond Borders list will identify the top 10 countries for U.S. students to study based on:

 � A student’s ability to transition into and enjoy the nation’s culture. This criteria will take into account the overall culture of the country 

as well as the academic culture. All ten countries in our top 10 are eager to welcome international students.

 � Tuition and cost of living amounts. In other words, affordability. Keep in mind that our cost of living estimates include things like rent, 

food, transportation and entertainment but does not include the cost of getting to and from the country a student chooses. 

 � The quality of education. For this criteria, we’ll use the Times Higher Education (THE) World University Ranking (which measures 

teaching and program excellence comparing 1,400 schools worldwide) while leaning heavily on the THE Impact Ranking for each country. 

The THE Impact Ranking is based on the ability of over 450 universities to meet the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals  

(e.g. health and well-being, gender equality, climate action, etc.). 

One criteria that we will not deal with in detail is the application and student visa process. Any student looking to study outside of the U.S. 

should expect an application process similar to what they would experience at home – along with the strict deadlines! They should also expect 

to apply for a student visa that asks for things like: 

 � an acceptance letter from a university.

 � proof they can afford the tuition fees and cost of living.

 � proof they will be returning to the U.S.

 � proof of medical insurance (usually coverage of over $40,000). 

 � proof of accommodation.

 � proof of language proficiency in the native tongue of the host nation. 

In some cases, a country will ask international students to complete an entrance examination to see if they can handle their programs.

In our top 10, we will identify whether or not a country has a centralized application process or if a student needs to apply directly to an 

institution. We will also identify whether or not a student needs to apply for a student visa. One other important note: universities in the list 

below expect students to learn in the language of the host nation. Specialty programs can be pursued if students are looking for specific 

English or Spanish delivery but that’s a whole other search. 

Let’s trust the lists identified in Table 1, and narrow our choices to the nations that appear on the most lists. This will bring us down to 13 countries: 

France (5), Australia (4), Germany (4), Spain (4), China (3), Costa Rica (3), Italy (3), Japan (3), Argentina (2), Ireland (2), Mexico (2), New Zealand (2) 

and the United Kingdom (2). The number in brackets is simply the number of lists the country appears on. For example, France is on all five lists. 

We’re also going to add Canada to the list based on the ease to which an American student could transition to the Canadian system.

“Study abroad is the single most effective way  
of changing the way we view the world”  

C H A N TA L  M I TC H E L L

@GettyImages/CREDIT
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Now the hard work: cross-referencing our three criteria with what 

each nation has to offer. Based on this process, here’s the Study 

Beyond Borders top 10 countries to go to study: 

Culture  

France is an international hub for philosophical, scientific, cultural 

and artistic ideas, expression and creation. Some could argue 

it is the home of the Western intellectual. It is no wonder so many 

international students opt to study here. From the historic and vibrant 

capital of Paris to the student-centred city of Toulouse, France is our 

#1 choice for studying beyond the borders of the United States. 

Affordability  

It is very cost effective to study in France. First of all, the tuition 

is a reasonable $3,000 to $3,500. Second, there are plenty of 

scholarships for international students. This could help mitigate some 

of the costs. Third, the French government subsidizes student living 

expenses, bringing the annual costs down to around $9,000.

Quality of education 
France has 56 universities in the THE Ranking, with three universities 

in the top 100. In terms of the THE Impact Ranking, nine French 

universities make an appearance with one in the top 100. French 

schools are a very good option for U.S. students who are willing to 

learn about this sophisticated culture and in a nation that welcomes 

international students. 

Application:  
Centralized

Student visa required:  
YES

# of U.S. students studying in France:  
16,000

Language of instruction:  
French

France

TOP 10 COUNTRIES TO PURSUE A HIGHER EDUCATION
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Attend monthly open houses
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Culture 

Germany is a blend of both the old world in cities like Heidelberg and the 

new world in cities like Berlin. So if a student is looking for a nation with both 

these elements, Germany is an excellent study abroad destination. German 

schools are also very popular among students seeking a non-English  

speaking university system. In other words, Germany is welcoming, 

progressive and eager to share their culture and learning with international 

students. From business schools to STEM schools, Germany has it all.

Affordability 

Studying in Germany is pretty much free. That’s right, other than a 

nominal fee of about $400 to $500, German undergraduate fees are 

refreshingly cheap. Students wishing to pursue a specialty program 

might pay as much as $3,500, but that is still pretty reasonable. In 

terms of the cost of living, students can expect to spend between 

$12,000 and $14,000 for each year of study. 

Quality of education
THE lists 48 German universities with eight schools in the top 100. In 

terms of the THE Impact Ranking, Germany has two universities on the 

list and one university in the top 100. From an education perspective, 

Germany is a very good option for American students looking to 

study abroad. Many people argue that German is easy to learn for 

English speaking students based on the similarities between the two 

languages – making Germany a great option for language immersion.

Application:  
Centralized 

Student visa required:  
No (residence permit obtained upon arrival)

# of U.S. students studying in Germany: 
13,000

Language of instruction:  
German (with a few courses in English)

Germany

@GettyImages/CREDIT

The road to college looks different 
for everyone. That’s why flexibility is 
a key part of every Gap Year Abroad 
program at CIEE, provider of quality 
international education since 1947.

With 14 global destinations and 
3 different focuses, students can 
combine semesters to design a Gap 
Year Abroad experience that best 
meets their objective.

LANGUAGE SERVICE INTERNSHIP

Learn more! ciee.org/gap2020

Give your students 
a world of choice
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Culture  

The United Kingdom represents the first English speaking nation on 

our top 10. While the U.K. is an expensive place to study, you can’t 

argue with the quality of universities, the cultural history and the 

ease to which an American student can adapt. This is why the U.K. 

is consistently the #1 choice for U.S. students who study abroad. 

Whether students choose the bustling intellectually charged capital 

of London or the charm of rural Scotland, the U.K. is an excellent 

choice for U.S. students.

Affordability  

Studying in the United Kingdom is expensive. Tuition for 

international students ranges from $17,000 to $25,000. With a cost 

of living of between $15,000 and $17,000, budget will be a major 

issue for students electing to study in England, Wales, Scotland or 

Northern Ireland.

Quality of education 
The quality of education in the U.K. is outstanding. According the 

THE ranking, 100 U.K. universities are listed with 11 in the top 100. 

On the Impact Ranking, 26 universities are listed with 17 in the 

top 100. From a quality standpoint, the U.K. university system is 

arguably the best. 

Application:  
Centralized 

Student visa required:  
YES

# of U.S. students studying in UK:  
40,000

Language of instruction:  
English

United Kingdom

Students from across the globe join this  
two-week residential summer programme  
at a world top ten university*.

Specifically designed for 16- and 17-year-olds with a passion 
for science, technology, engineering and medicine, this 
challenging academic programme enables students to 
increase their subject knowledge and gain practical skills 
with guidance from Imperial’s experts.

2020 dates

29 JUNe–11 JUly or 3–15 aUgUst

FINd OUt MORe aNd 
apply ONlINe

www.imperial.ac.uk/global-summer-school

Global Summer School

*Times Higher Education World university rankings 2019
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Culture  

A lot of American students have chosen China as a study 

destination because they want to learn about Chinese culture and 

because of the Chinese government’s massive investment in their 

education system. First of all, China is rich in history and tradition 

with an impressive reputation for preserving their traditions. 

Second, China has dedicated itself to progress, particularly in the 

realm of education. In fact, currently the national government is 

investing billions of dollars in their higher education system trying 

to create institutions that rival the U.S. Ivy League. They are also 

eager to welcome international students. 

Affordability  
Tuition for Chinese universities is pretty modest, coming in at between 

$2,000 and $4,000. The cost of living is also quite reasonable: 

between $6,000 and $8,000 per year. For American students 

looking to study in English while attending school in China, there are 

a number of options. They cost around $15,000 in tuition.

Quality of education 
Of the 81 Chinese universities on the THE ranking, three are in the top 

100. Meanwhile, three universities are listed on the Impact Ranking 

but none of them are in the top 100. In other words, the schools are 

good but U.S. students electing to go to China to study are really 

looking for a unique cultural experience.

Application:  
Centralized 

Student visa required:  
YES

# of U.S. students studying in China: 
12,000

Language of instruction:  
Chinese (with some English  
options for a price)

China
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CHOOSE  
PLANET
CHOOSE  
FREEDOM
CHOOSE  
SWEDEN

STUDY IN
SWEDEN

Per Pixel Peterson/imagebank.sweden.se
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Culture  

Spain falls just behind France as one of the world’s top tourist 

destinations so it is no surprise that it is also the choice of many U.S. 

students pursuing a higher education. With university roots stretching 

back to the 13th century, Spain has a tradition and history of teaching 

and learning excellence. It is also a beautiful country, stretching from 

the Pyrenees mountain range to the border of Portugal. With Spanish 

as one of the most spoken languages in the world, Spain represents an 

excellent opportunity for American students to broaden their horizons 

and get their degree in this culturally dynamic nation. 

Affordability  

Like other mainland European options, Spain comes in on the 

affordable side. Tuition at a public university is a modest $1,700. 

Students needs to keep in mind that private university tuition can 

be three to 10 times more expensive. Meanwhile, the cost of living is 

about $14,000 per year. 

Quality of education 
THE lists 45 Spanish universities but none of them rank in the top 100. 

The Impact  Ranking has 20 universities on the list, with four in the top 

100. Spain is a good option for U.S. students if they are looking for a 

Spanish immersion opportunity in Europe. 

Application:  
Directly to the universities 

Student visa required:  
YES

# of U.S. students studying in Spain: 
31,000

Language of instruction:  
Spanish

Spain

Intense exposure to 
acting, voice & dance

Individualized curriculum 
tailored to you

Opportunities to create your own work
Various performance 

opportunities with professional companies
Less than 3:1 student/faculty ratio

Professional mentorships in writing, 
directing, choreography, production, design, 

and more!

take the leap into the 
PERFORMING ARTS

APPLY NOW
to start your career training Fall 2020

musicaltheatretraining.ca

HIGHLY COMPETITIVE TUITION
f o r  A m e r i c a n  s t u d e n t s
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Culture  

Another high profile tourist destination, Italy also provides a student 

friendly university environment with the backdrop of modern cities and 

ancient ruins. U.S. students can combine the experience of Italian culture 

with visits to the leaning Tower of Pisa, the Roman Colosseum, and the 

Pantheon. They can also enjoy Italy’s fantastic cuisine in cities like Rome, 

Milan or Bologna – depending on where the student decides to study.  

Affordability  

Tuition for schools in Italy range from $1,000 to $4,500 a year. 

The cost of living comes in at around $14,000 per year, with prices 

climbing the further north a student chooses to attend university.  

Quality of education 
Of the 45 Italian universities listed in the THE ranking, none are in the 

top 100. In terms of the Impact Ranking, 10 universities make the cut 

with three in the top 100. 

Application:  
Directly to the universities 

Student visa required:  
YES

# of U.S. students studying in Italy: 
35,000

Language of instruction:  
Italian

Italy

@GettyImages/CREDIT

AIM HIGHER.
For a university education 
with a higher purpose,  
choose Ambrose.

Calgary, Canada
ambrose.edu 
Toll Free: 1-800-461-1222

Ambrose is a Christian University located in Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada at the foot of the Rocky Mountains. 
In addition to training leaders for ministry, we offer 
accredited degrees in arts & science, education, and 
business. Take your next step at a university where 
your dollar goes further, where you are immersed in 
authentic community, and where academic excellence 
and faith are intertwined. Come experience higher 
learning, with a higher purpose. 
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Culture  

A popular choice for many American students, Ireland provides 

a seamless transition for students looking to study in English in 

an historic European setting. With excellent universities in cities 

like Dublin, Galway, and Cork, Ireland has scholastic tradition that 

offers quality education in everything from history and philosophy 

to pharmacy and medicine. Beyond the classroom, Ireland offers a 

beautiful countryside and a proud and hospitable population. 

Affordability  

Ireland is an expensive option for higher education. With tuition fees 

running a minimum of $11,000 (with some as high as $25,000) and 

the cost of living at $14,000 per year, higher education in Ireland is a 

costly endeavour.

Quality of education 
Of the nine Irish universities in the THE world ranking, none are in the 

top 100. Meanwhile five universities are listed in the Impact Ranking, 

with all five appearing in the top 100. 

Culture  

Japan is a hotbed for technological development and innovation, making 

it an attractive option for U.S. students looking to study abroad. One thing 

to keep in mind: in the vast majority of cases, international students have 

to write an entrance exam to get into the Japanese university system. 

This would require travelling to Japan or one of the tests centers in Asia 

to write the test. This shouldn’t scare students off because many do this, 

judging by the increased popularity of Japan as a study destination. 

Japan also offers some courses in English for students who want a more 

gradual introduction to the Japanese language. Japan is a great option 

for students looking to immerse themselves into Japanese culture and 

see what makes this thriving island nation tick. 

Affordability  

Tuition for public universities runs at around $6,500. Meanwhile the 

cost of living in Japan varies. Students going to school in Tokyo can 

expect expenses up to $14,000 per year. Other cities and towns are 

less expensive but students are still looking at $10,000+ in living 

expenses while attending school in Japan.

Quality of education 
Of the 110 Japanese universities listed on the THE ranking, two are in the top 

100. Meanwhile, the Impact Ranking has 42 universities listed with three in 

the top 100. This suggests a very good quality of education in Japan. 

Application:  
Directly to the universities 

Student visa required:  
NO

# of U.S. students studying in Ireland: 
12,000

Language of instruction:  
English

Application:  
Directly to the universities 

Student visa required:  
YES

# of U.S. students studying in Japan: 
8,000

Language of instruction:  
Japanese (a limited number of  
English options available)

IrelandJapan
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STUDY IN 
IRELAND
LEARN 
MORE
Renowned worldwide 
for the quality of our 
qualifi cations, Ireland 
offers you an unrivalled 
range of degree courses 
to choose from.

EXPERIENCE 
MORE
Our liberal, inclusive 
country is where you’ll 
fi nd friendships and 
shared interests, 
as well the uniquely 
warm Irish welcome.

BE 
MORE
With many world-leading 
companies located in 
Ireland, you’ll connect 
with networking and 
work experience 
opportunities no other 
country can deliver.

YOUR FUTURE STARTS HERE

educationinireland.com
EducationInIreland      #EduIreland
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Culture  

While Canada may be considered very similar culturally to the United 

States in term of things like pop culture, the nation on the northern part 

of the continent is an international hallmark of multiculturalism. Students 

electing to study in Vancouver, Calgary, Winnipeg, Toronto, Montreal or 

Halifax will not only get to enjoy the array of landscapes and natural beauty 

that Canada has to offer, they will also get to experience the cultures of just 

about every nation in the world. Plus, Canada’s proximity to the U.S. (and 

the fact that 75% of the population lives within 100 miles of the American 

border) makes Canada a nation that cannot be ignored in our top 10. 

Affordability  

Canada is also an affordable option for American students. With 

international tuition fees coming in at $11,000 (for first rate institutions 

like the University of Toronto and McGill University) and the cost of 

living at roughly the same amount, U.S. students can get a quality 

education close to home for under $25,000 per year.

Quality of education 
Of the 30 Canadian universities appearing in the THE top 100, an 

impressive five schools are listed in the top 100. Meanwhile, Canada 

performs very well on the Impact Ranking with 10 schools making the 

grade and eight of those schools in the top 100. In fact, three Canadian 

universities are in the Impact Ranking top 10. Canada is an excellent 

choice for American students looking to study outside of the U.S.

Application:  
Directly to the universities 

Student visa required:  
YES

# of U.S. students studying in Canada: 
6,500

Language of instruction:  
English (or French at some universities)

Canada

Culture  

U.S. students looking to stay in North America to get a degree, 

but want a Latin American experience need look no further than 

Mexico. Ancient ruins, vast deserts, stunning coastlines, and a 

bustling artistic community, Mexico has all of these elements. They 

also have plenty of schools to choose from with some of their top 

end schools specializing in architecture, engineering and the arts.

Affordability  

With public universities coming in at a little less than $1,000 and 

elite programs starting at around $5,000, Mexico is definitely an 

affordable option for American students. Plus, the cost of living is 

also pretty reasonable at $6,000 per year.

Quality of education 

THE has 17 Mexican universities on its list but none of them are in 

the top 100. They also have 10 universities in the Impact Ranking, 

with two in the top 100. 

Application:  
Directly to the universities 

Student visa required:  
YES

# of U.S. students studying in Mexico: 
5,000

Language of instruction:  
Spanish

Mexico

@GettyImages/CREDIT@GettyImages/CREDIT
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Student
Spotlight:
Jeanne Jarvis-Gibson

Hi there! My name is Jeanne and I am currently pursuing a Master Degree in 
Media and Communication with a major in Digital Culture and Communication 
at the University of Liverpool, UK. I wanted to share with you my reasons for 
studying with the University of Liverpool, and my experiences so far.

In 2015, I had the privilege of studying abroad in the UK for one semester. That trip changed my decision in what I would major in as an 

undergraduate student and it positively impacted my life forever. The friends I made, the places I travelled to, and learning how to live on my 

own changed me as a person. So, I knew for a fact that I wanted to go back to England for graduate school. And why Liverpool? While studying 

abroad we had taken we took a bus trip to Liverpool for one day and I instantly fell in love with it. There was so much to see, to experience, 

and to explore. There was live music everywhere, free museums, and stunning architecture. The location was perfect too, being a few hours 

away from London as well as Scotland. I knew straight away that one day I would want to come back to Liverpool. 

@GettyImages/CREDIT

Photos Courtesy of 

21SBB-B0219 | STUDY BEYOND BORDERS



One of my friends had used a college 

advisory service where she made her 

decision to study abroad a few years ago.  

I took her advice and emailed an advisor from 

the company to help get a sense of different 

schools in England and programs that would 

cater to what I wanted to study. My advisor 

was extremely resourceful, and I received a 

list of different programs that might interest 

me. After narrowing my list down, I applied 

to four Universities based on the school’s 

ranking, the specific programs, and the 

living cost of the city where the schools were 

located. After getting accepted into four 

schools, I ultimately chose my top choice, 

the University of Liverpool. Throughout the 

application process, the University stayed 

in contact with me to send reminders of 

documents and application processes, and 

assistance was on hand regarding my visa 

as well from their International Advice and 

Guidance service.

According to Petersons.com, “annual 

tuition at public colleges and universities 

totals nearly $30,000 and at private schools 

nearly $40,000” in the United States. The 

tuition for University of Liverpool was 

£17,300 which converts to about $22,000 

dollars. On top of a lower tuition, the living 

costs in Liverpool compared to Washington 

DC is significantly lower. When I lived on 

my own at my apartment in DC, my average 

grocery bill per week was around 50-60 

dollars. The past few weeks in Liverpool 

my average grocery bill per week is around 

25 pounds which converts to 30 dollars a 

week. 30 dollars a week is $1,560 for the 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:  JEANNE JARVIS-GIBSON

"There was live music everywhere,  

free museums, and stunning architecture.  

The location was perfect too, being a few  

hours away from London as well as Scotland.  

I knew straight away that one day I would  

want to come back to Liverpool." 

@GettyImages/CREDIT
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year compared to my grocery bill in DC 

of $55 per week, which saves me about 

$1300 for the year. I took out student loans 

using FAFSA despite the lower costs, but 

consider it an investment I truly believe 

that once I complete this program, more 

job opportunities with higher salaries will 

become available to me thanks to this 

international experience. It helps as well 

that the University has a central Careers 

Service, who host events, online resources 

and one on one counselling for all students.

Picking out my accommodation in Liverpool 

took a lot of time and research on my 

part. I first looked at the costs of the on-

campus housing and calculated how much 

it would per week. The University has single 

occupancy apartments with shared living 

areas and kitchens, both on and off campus. 

The advantage of staying in university 

housing is living with other students; their 

in house Residential Advisors organise 

social events and excursions for students 

so it’s easy to make friends. They also 

have a guarantee of a spot for international 

students who reserve their room before the 

booking deadline. However I was looking 

for something different so I researched 

off-campus housing and looked at the 

distance from the University as well as 

price. I found my accommodation, located 

just 15 minutes from campus which was both 

cost effective and the right option for me.  

I live with five other flatmates and share a 

kitchen with them. I fortunately get my own 

bedroom and bathroom which I consider a 

luxury, as US dorms and housing normally 

have shared bedrooms and bathrooms. 

Having flatmates has also been helpful as 

well as I always will have friends to come 

home to, to have dinners with, and to ask or 

offer advice to. Sleeping is also important, 

especially with early morning classes so it 

was vital for me to make my room as homey 

as possible. I went to affordable home 

stores of which there are many in Liverpool 

to personalise my room and make it cosy – 

after all, it will be home for a year!

It is a rarity to come to a new country by 

yourself and make connections instantly. 

During my first week here, the campus was 

flooded with people eager to direct me to my 

classes and answer any questions I had. To 

say I was impressed by the entire staff was an 

understatement. I can’t help but compare it to 

my undergraduate school back home. We did 

have a few orientations for new students, but 

I have never felt as welcomed and at home 

as I do in Liverpool. For example, during 

Welcome Week the International Advice and 

Guidance team run sessions specifically for 

international students, on everything from 

how to budget to how to navigate the local 

“Scouse” accent!

My classes at University so far range 

from 20 to 50 people, with both local and 

international students. My professors are 

all helpful and offer office hours for any 

student who has specific questions or 

need advice on an upcoming assignment 

or project. The libraries on campus are 

great resources as well, open 24 hours 

with study rooms that students can reserve, 

copious amounts of books to rent, and 

helpful advisors. It was reassuring to know 

"There was live music everywhere,  

free museums, and stunning architecture.  

The location was perfect too, being a few  

hours away from London as well as Scotland.  

I knew straight away that one day I would  

want to come back to Liverpool." 
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these resources were available to me at 

no extra cost, should I need to check out a 

book for my course for example.

Apart from the University itself, the city of 

Liverpool is gorgeous and a safe, friendly 

place to live. I have been exploring on my 

own, from walking into town and enjoying 

the music, going to the docks and dining 

by the water.  It is lively at night, with live 

music on Matthew Street, shopping on Bold 

Street, and the latest films at the theatre.  

I have also joined the postgraduate society 

at the University and have attended multiple 

events catered towards international 

students. Socialising and networking have 

already brought me new friends from all over 

the world. It is important to make that effort, 

because experiencing new people and trying 

new things is what studying abroad is for. 

When I look back at the personal statement 

I wrote as part of my application for this 

program, my key point within the essay was 

about getting out of one’s comfort zone, and 

to get comfortable with being uncomfortable. 

Sometimes the things that one may fear the 

most makes the most impact in one’s life. I 

ended my statement with a quote from J.R.R 

Tolkien that sums up my decision to study 

abroad and the way I feel about Liverpool 

right now. Tolkien writes in his poem “All 

That is Gold Does Not Glitter” that “not all 

those who wander are lost.” I look forward 

to keeping on wandering, exploring, and 

immersing myself in this beautiful city. 

"Sometimes the  
things that one  
may fear the most  
makes the most  
impact in one’s life."

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:  JEANNE JARVIS-GIBSON

University  
of Liverpool
Choose the University of Liverpool for an 
amazing, life-changing student experience 
www.liverpool.ac.uk/international
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DESTINATION PROFILE

Dan School of Drama and  
Music at Queen's University

sdm.queensu.ca

Photo courtesy of Queen's University

For more than 175 years, Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario, has attracted some of the most academically accomplished students in the world – a collection 
of bright minds and ambitious spirits. A stunning limestone campus located just forty minutes from the US border on the shores of Lake Ontario and steps from 
downtown Kingston, Queen’s offers a blend of historic charm and state-of-the-art facilities that makes students feel welcomed and supported, while challenging 
them in an environment of research and innovation. Queen’s offers an unparalleled university experience with more student clubs per capita than any other 
university in Canada. Students will find their place, whether exploring music theatre or playing in one (or many!) musical ensembles. 

The Dan School of Drama and Music at Queen’s University offers a blend of theory with practice-driven education that prepares students for the realities of work 
in their chosen field, whether they’re looking towards a career on stage or behind the scenes or in the classroom. Students enjoy a wide breadth of studies at 
the intersection of drama, music and music theatre, with programs in Drama, Music, Entrepreneurship and Innovation, Media and Performance Production and 
Computing and the Creative Arts Specialization. Students may also major in Music/Theatre, a demanding “triple threat” program of theoretical and practical 
training in acting, singing and dancing, and also in the study of music theatre as a liberal arts subject. 

It's easy to apply to Queen's! The full application process is available online at queensu.ca/admission/about-applying. Once a Student ID has been generated, the student 
is guided through the steps online and by email. All candidates for admission into the B.Mus. program (including concurrent B.Mus./B.Ed. applicants) will be invited to 
come to Queen's for an audition and interview, at which time they will have an opportunity to meet faculty and students, and to ask questions about the program.

Application Process: Summary

About Us

Availability of Aid:  Academic awards and US Student Loans are available.

Tuition / Fees:   $36,000 USD                    Books & Fees:   $1600/year USD                    Room / Board:  $7,500/year USD

Average Annual Cost & Financial Aid For Canadian Students

Many US students don't realize that Queen's only 26 miles to the border with New York State. International students are an important part of the campus, 
comprising 12% of the undergraduate community. US students may apply for US Student Loans and are eligible for academic awards at Queen's. Dan School 
students will have the opportunity to perform in the beautiful lakeside Isabel Bader Centre for the Performing Arts, a 90,000-square-foot world-class facility. In 
addition, students who study at Queen's also have the option of taking courses or a study abroad experience at the The Bader International Student Centre, the 
international campus of Queen's University, Canada, based at Herstmonceux Castle in East Sussex, United Kingdom. Set in the heart of the English countryside, 
the Herstmonceux Castle estate consists of over 550 acres of rolling Sussex landscape, and provides the backdrop for a truly unique Study Abroad experience.

Additional Information

General Information Academic Life
School Type:  Average Class size:  

Total Enrollment:  Student / Faculty Ratio:  

Academic Calendar:  Graduation Rate:   

Setting:  Summary – Student Life:

Public N/A

24,649 (Queen's) 475 (Dan School) N/A 

Semester 93%  

Urban 100   M 41   F 59
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Hartpury University

hartpury.ac.uk

Photo courtesy of 

 INSTITUTIONAL PROFILE
DESTINATION PROFILE

Photo courtesy of Hartpury University

With a global reputation in agriculture, animal, equine and sport, you’ll learn from the very best at Hartpury University. We’re a community of nearly 4,000 students 
from over 45 countries worldwide. You’ll learn using outstanding facilities designed to equip you with the expertise you need to progress into successful careers 
with big name companies.  

98% of our students are in employment or further study within six months of graduating. We’re also rated among the best in the UK for teaching quality, holding 
Teaching Excellence Framework Gold.

We offer Honours degrees and postgraduate study in Equine, Sport, Animal and Agriculture. You can also choose from a wide range of additional courses and 
training alongside your degree, boosting your CV. You’ll also benefit from our small class sizes, which means we can take a personal approach to your learning 
and tailor it to suit your needs.

The Hartpury community is vibrant and friendly, so you’ll be sure to feel at home. As well as your friends, you won’t be far aware from over 90 animal species, 200 
horses and the Gloucester rugby team.The on campus facilities include wifi, laundry rooms, gym and sports facilities, as well as cafes and restaurants. Gloucester City 
is a 10-minute car or bus ride away so that you can enjoy the buzz of city life, day and night, whenever you fancy it. Living on campus is only for first year students.

All students will apply for full-time degrees (including foundation years and foundation degrees) through UCAS. Our International Office is responsible for supporting 
all students outside of the UK, and this involves processing these applications and issuing offers, as well as providing advice and guidance on areas such as 
admissions criteria, visa requirements, annual fees and choice of academic programmes. The International team can be reached at internationa@hartpury.ac.uk 

School Type:  Average Class size:  

Total Enrollment:  Student / Faculty Ratio:  

Academic Calendar:  Graduation Rate:   

Setting:  Summary – Student Life:

Availability of Aid:  Elite Athletic scholarships available & we are approved to participate in Federal Student Financial Aid Programs.

Tuition / Fees:    $17,000 USD                    Books & Fees:   $3000/year USD                    Room / Board:   $10,000/year USD

All university students at Hartpury receive a wide range of support throughout their course. The Student Wellbeing team are there to help you settle in and can 
be called on at any time, while our 24/7 wardens ensure that all students on site are safe and secure.

International students also have ongoing access to the international team in admissions. The team of Global Guides, current 2nd and 3rd year international 
students, are also there to provide additional support and advice. You can also attend an event before term begins designed to help you find your feet. It’s an 
opportunity to make friends, get to know your surroundings and feel comfortable before term begins. 

General Information Academic Life

Application Process: Summary

About Us

Average Annual Cost & Financial Aid For Canadian Students

Additional Information

UK University 20-40 

1,960 20:1 

Semester 95%  

Rural 1,960   M 426   F 574
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Hartpury University Study in Sweden

rcsi.com/dublin

Photo courtesy of Study in Sweden

How would you like to live and learn the Swedish way? Dare to dream of a greener, fairer, more hopeful world. Together, we can make it happen. 

In Sweden you can be who you want to be, how you want to be. Free to define your identity, your gender and your sexuality as you want. Or not. You. Are. Equal. 
To anyone. So get ready to question your peers, your lecturers, the rules, the establishment and the way things are done.  That’s how change begins. 

You want to save the planet? Cool. So do we. We don’t see sustainability as an isolated issue. Or someone else’s problem. It’s how we eat, move, build, buy 
and do business - it’s everything. And it’s down to everyone to make a difference. And when you see what people working together can achieve, you might be 
inspired to do something incredible. 

But if all that sounds like too much hard work? Don’t worry. Work-life balance really means something in Sweden.  You’ll never be short of time - or opportunity 
- to enjoy your new home away from home. 

So here’s the truth. If you’re looking for freedom. For the chance to do something different and really life changing... and even make the world a better place too? 
Then the Swedish way might just be for you. And if not? That’s cool - we’re sure you’ll find somewhere else that’s really great too.  Just nowhere near as Swedish.

Sweden has more than 35 universities offering almost 1000 full-degree programmes taught entirely in English. Find your programme at https://studyinsweden.se 
. You apply through https://universityadmissions.se, Sweden’s central application portal. With one application, you can apply for up to 8 bachelor’s or 4 master’s 
programmes at different universities around Sweden. The application deadline is 15 January 2020. 

If you are not a citizen of the EU, EEA or Switzerland, you will need to pay an application fee of around USD 125 along with your application.

Application Process: Summary

About Us

Availability of Aid:  If you are not a citizen of the EU, EEA or Switzerland, you will need to pay an application fee of around USD 125 along with your application.

Tuition / Fees:   between USD 9,000 and USD 16,000 /year                    Books & Fees:   N/A                    Room / Board:  N/A

Average Annual Cost & Financial Aid For Canadian Students

Top 10 for happiness in the world? Check. Most free living for LGBTQ+ communities? Yep. Most billion dollar companies per capita in Europe? That too. Number 
one ranked universities? Uhhh… well this is awkward. 

Alright, listen. The fact is, you won’t find the world's number one university here. But so what? You’re a rule breaker - you’re looking for something a bit different. 
And while everyone else has been trying to outdo each other we’ve been trying our best to work together and make the world a better place. 

Anyway, there’s more to a study experience than accolades and rankings - and that’s what we can offer.

So what do you get with us? A better you. A better quality of life, better goals, better teaching facilities, the (really) great outdoors, a fairer society to be part of… enough?

Oh, and you get to wake up each morning and do things the Swedish way.

Additional Information

General Information Academic Life
School Type:  Average Class size:  

Total Enrollment:  Student / Faculty Ratio:  

Academic Calendar:  Graduation Rate:   

Setting:  Summary – Student Life:

Private; non-profit N/A

3,980 N/A 

September to May N/A  

Urban 3,980   M 1,433   F 2,547

DESTINATION PROFILE
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Algonquin College

algonquincollege.com/international

Photo courtesy of 

 INSTITUTIONAL PROFILE

Photo courtesy of Algonquin College

Algonquin College is located in beautiful Ottawa, Ontario - Canada’s Capital City. Algonquin has a strong reputation for its diverse programs - our credentials 
include applied degrees, diplomas, advanced diplomas, and post-graduate certificates.  We offer over 180 full-time programs in several areas, including: advanced 
technology, construction, business, media arts/design, health and community studies, and hospitality and tourism. We proudly welcome over 24,000 full time 
students each year, including almost 4000 international students from nearly 100 countries.

Co-operative education is an integral part of many of our programs and provides students with opportunities to gain valuable work experience throughout their studies. 
Our Algonquin College Center for Innovation offers student first-rate research opportunities, and is home to 7 separate and unique research centers. We are well 
known for our use of technology in the classroom and our students have the opportunity to complete internships with over 1900 tech companies in Ottawa (known as 
“Silicon Valley North”). In fact, most of our programs have some type of work-integrated learning component that help provide the practical learning essential in today’s 
workplace to acquire post-graduate employment opportunities in Canada and abroad. In fact, over 85% of our graduates find employment within 6 months of graduation. 

Algonquin College turns your ambitions into reality.

As far as student life goes, Ottawa is a great choice for international students. It an affordable, safe, fun city that enjoys the lowest cost of living among the 5 biggest 
cities in Canada. As the capital, it is home to more than 50 festivals annually that offer our residents a vibrant and cultural experience almost every weekend. 

The application process for Algonquin College is fast and simple. Applications are completed via our MyAC on-line application portal found on our website (https://www.
algonquincollege.com/international/). Colleges are very popular in Canada, and applications should be submitted as early as possible. Applications open approximately 
10-11 months prior to the target start date and students can apply before completing high school. They simply submit any results they have up to the date of application. 

School Type:  Average Class size:  

Total Enrollment:  Student / Faculty Ratio:  

Academic Calendar:  Graduation Rate:   

Setting:  Summary – Student Life:

Availability of Aid:  N/A

Tuition / Fees:    $14,000 USD                    Books & Fees:   $1200/year USD                    Room / Board:   $8400/year USD

Algonquin College has 3 campuses – Ottawa, Perth and Pembroke. While Ottawa is our main and largest campus, our other campuses offer unique opportunities 
to live and learn in more rural locations. Pembroke campus offers exciting programs such as Outdoor Adventure Naturalist and Applied Nuclear Radiation and 
Safety. Perth campus is home to our Heritage Institute and offers Heritage Carpentry and Joinery, as well as Business Agriculture, and more.  

There are so many programs and experiences waiting for our students. And, when you finish your program, you are eligible for a post graduate work permit that 
will allow you to stay in Canada and add work experience to your resume and life story. The duration of the work permit depends on your program so if you have 
any questions, please ask us! The important thing it to make the decision and simply begin. We are waiting for you.

General Information Academic Life

Application Process: Summary

About Us

Average Annual Cost & Financial Aid For Canadian Students

Additional Information

Public 25 

24,000 25:1 

Semester 82.8% (international)  

Urban and Rural Campuses 1,000   M 580   F 574

DESTINATION PROFILE
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RCSI

rcsi.com/dublin

Photo courtesy of Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland

At the Royal College of Surgeons, we offer undergraduate programmes in Medicine, Graduate Entry Medicine, Pharmacy and Physiotherapy.

Our university was created to set and support professional standards for surgical training and practice in Ireland. This surgical heritage continues to shape our 
approach to education, research and service today. We are an innovative, world-leading international health sciences education and research university with 
undergraduate and postgraduate schools and faculties across the health sciences spectrum. We are home to numerous healthcare institutes as well as leading 
research centres that drive pioneering breakthroughs in human health. Located in the heart of Dublin, with international campuses in Bahrain and Malaysia – and 
a student community of over 60 nationalities – we have an international perspective on how we train tomorrow’s clinical professionals today.

A deep, professional responsibility to enhance human health through endeavour, innovation and collaboration in education, research and service informs all that 
we do. We welcome students and  researchers into programmes of academic excellence. They will establish lifelong relationships with a community of clinically 
led colleagues, who will nurture and support them, enabling them to realise their potential to serve our global patient community.

We are an independent, not-for-profit body and remain committed to institutional independence, service, academic freedom, diversity and humanitarian concern. 
Our independence enables us to chart our own course in the service of excellence in human health. Placing the patient at the centre of all that we do, our values 
of respect, collaboration, scholarship and innovation continue to unite and direct our purpose.

We accept applications from students who study many different curriculum types including the American High School Diploma. Students who are residing in the 
USA should apply using our Admissions partner based in California, the Atlantic Bridge Programme.

Students can typically apply from early November until the following February. Successful applicants are invited to do a face-to-face interview in the USA 
organised through Atlantic Bridge once the application deadline is reached.

Application Process: Summary

About Us

Availability of Aid:  N/A

Tuition / Fees:   $61,500/year                             Books & Fees:   Not Mandatory Room / Board:  Details on application

Average Annual Cost & Financial Aid For Canadian Students

RCSI is one of the top 250 (top 2%) universities worldwide in the 2019 Times Higher Education World University Rankings and ranks 2nd in the Republic of Ireland.

Career development is very important to us at RCSI. With 25% of our student population coming from North America, we have a dedicated team on campus that 
work with students to ensure that they are competitive candidates when applying for residency. 

Each semester the Career Development team provides opportunities to engage and build upon achievements that support career goals. Students can also 
participate in our Research Summer School and clinical electives. They can spend the summer as part of a medical research team conducting clinical or 
laboratory research or participate in electives involving direct patient clinical care in some of the world’s leading hospitals, including the Johns Hopkins 
Hospital Group and the Mayo Clinic in the USA.

Additional Information

General Information Academic Life
School Type:  Average Class size:  

Total Enrollment:  Student / Faculty Ratio:  

Academic Calendar:  Graduation Rate:   

Setting:  Summary – Student Life:

Private; non-profit N/A

3,980 N/A 

September to May N/A  

Urban 3,980   M 1,433   F 2,547

Algonquin College

DESTINATION PROFILE
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Advertiser’s Index

Solution:  One of the most interesting, and eye-opening, parts of the study abroad experience is being able to view the United States from the lens of a
different country. ~ Madison Voss

Words of Inspiration

Choosing from the vertical list of letters directly below each column, fill in the blanks to form words and solve this inspirational quote. 
Each letter will be used only once. 

SOLUTION:   One of the most interesting, and eye-opening, parts of the study abroad experience is being able to view the United States from the lens of a 
different country.  Madison Voss     

Words of Inspiration
Choosing from the vertical list of letters directly below each column, fill in the blanks 
to form words and solve this inspirational quote. Each letter will be used only once.
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Medicine   |   Pharmacy   |   Physiotherapy

rcsi.com/dublin
Tel: +353 (0)1 402 2228
Email: admissions@rcsi.com ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN IRELAND

University of Medicine and Health Sciences

Located in the heart of Dublin, 
Ireland, RCSI is one of the largest 
medical universities in the world, 
solely focused on healthcare.

For over two centuries, we have welcomed 
students from over 70 nationalities, including 
Canada, who share our passion for the 
advancement of human health.

To date over 2,000 North American students 
have graduated from RCSI, many of whom 
are working in some of the most prestigious 
healthcare institutions in the USA and 
Canada. For most North American students, 
the priority is to secure a competitive 
residency programme and get back to North 
America after graduation. RCSI faculty and 
our dedicated Career Development team 
work with students to maximize their ability 
to do this.

Our team work with students from early on 
through: career focused workshops, clinical 
electives, pathway to residency programs and 
support with preparing for North American 
medical licensing examinations.

For more information; check us out online, 
contact us or meet us in person.
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